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SITUATION UPDATE:
Humanitarian efforts to assist growing displaced population 
[Islamabad, 20 May 2009] More than two million displaced people are now registered in Pakistan’s Northwest Frontier Province, including 1.4 million who have fled the fighting since 02 May alone. 26 camps in total have been established in six districts to provide shelter and access to food, water and medical assistance, while some 1.5 million people are staying with host families or in rented accommodation across the province and in other cities including Lahore, Islamabad and Attock.

The Department of Social Welfare is carrying out registration of displaced people (IDPs) supported by UNHCR. There are believed to be many thousands more who are currently unregistered but need urgent help. Five registration centres have been set up in Swabi and Mardan, providing the newly displaced from Buner, Dir and Swat with information on camp locations, registration and access to basic assistance. Non-food items such as tents, sleeping mats, plastic sheeting, mosquito nets and cooking sets have been distributed by UNHCR and IOM.

In an effort to provide an immediate and effective response to the acute needs of these vulnerable people, UN agencies and humanitarian partners are working with the federal and provincial Governments through the cluster system. Nine new humanitarian hubs for the distribution of humanitarian supplies have been established in Mardan and Swabi in addition to those in Peshawar, Mardan, Swabi, Malakand, Nowshera, Charsadda, Kohat and Bajaur.

The World Food Programme (WFP) has doubled the amount of emergency food stocks, to feed more than 650,000 people living in both camps and host communities with wheat, pulses, oil and other items. The Punjab administration has provided 152 trucks of food including flour, rice, tea and sugar, while a food bank has been jointly established by WFP and the NWFP authorities (Emergency Relief Unit/ERU) to store and handle all food donations. Cooking facilities need to be scaled up as new groups of people arrive in camps. ICRC and the Pakistan Red Crescent Society are planning to provide food to some 6,300 people in the Shah Mansoor camp in Swabi. 

The health situation in districts that are hosting IDPs remains stable, although an increase in cases of diarrhoea has been reported in camps in Nowshera and Mardan. The World Health Organization (WHO) is working closely with the Department of Health to scale up the disease early warning system, especially to areas with new inflows of displaced people.  As the security situation begins to improve in Lower Dir, agencies such as MSF Belgium and Al Khidmat Foundation have been able to resume health services in recent days. Merlin, IMC and others are providing primary health care services to people in camps and in host communities in Mardan and Swabi.
Safe water supplies and sanitation are needed to avoid the spread of disease, particularly as summer temperatures start to rise.  4.5 million litres of clean water are being provided daily to some 280,000 IDPs by UNICEF and cluster partners, while more than 6,800 latrines and 3,400 bathing spaces have so far been constructed. Hygiene kits are being distributed in most camps now, but the challenge is to reach more of the displaced population in other locations.

UNICEF has surveyed camps in Peshawar, Nowshera and Mardan to assess nutrition levels, especially among young children, pregnant women and new mothers. Therapeutic feeding centres serving camps and host communities have been set up in these districts as well as in Charsadda, and these services are being scaled up by health organizations including CDO, CERD and FPHC.

The Child Protection Monitor scheme is working to prevent further separation of children from their families. So far more than 1,400 children have been reunited with family members in camps in Mardan and Swabi. Counselling services for women and children are now available in all the camps and Child Protection Committees have been set up to identify vulnerable children and work to ensure that children have access to basic services.

As well as establishing primary schools in four new camps in Mardan, Swabi and Malakand, where some 8,400 boys and girls are enrolled, 29 Child Friendly Spaces supported by UNICEF are providing learning, creative and recreational activities in 13 IDP camps, vital for children coping with the trauma of displacement. Use of some schools as temporary IDP shelters, and delays in school supplies is affecting school attendance in Mardan, but more than 4,450 displaced children in host communities have been enrolled at evening shift schools.

While every effort is being made to bring coordinated aid swiftly to the most vulnerable affected by the situation in NWFP, vital support is needed from the international community to ensure sustainable relief assistance. The humanitarian community is preparing to launch a revised Humanitarian Response Plan in the coming days to ensure these vulnerable people can be provided with assistance and protection. 

For further information, please contact:

Amena Aly Kamaal, Communication Specialist, UN Resident Coordinator's Office Islamabad 
Tel: (92 51) 825-5712 Fax: (92 51) 2655014, amena.kamaal@un.org.pk
Amanda Pitt, OCHA Regional Communication Officer, Tel: (92) 0300 850 2397, pitta@un.org
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